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Grand Knight’s Message 
    Brother Knights, 
       Happy New Year!  I will likely begin January’s newsletter with the same words next month 
as we usher in 2022, but this month I am of course talking about the new Liturgical year.        
Beginning the new year with Advent gives us a great opportunity to renew our longing for 
Christ, the Lord Incarnate, and anticipate his second coming.  As Father Jack reminded us in the 
homily during Mass celebrating the first week of Advent, we are not merely marking historical 
time like we do celebrating our own birthdays, we are living the present and the future of the 
coming of our Lord. 

 
The Eternal Word, who is outside of time, became Incarnate in time, thereby 

making all time sacred. In the midst of the hustle and bustle of the season, let us 

strive to keep Advent a season of waiting and longing, of conversion and hope, 

meditating often on the incredible love and humility of our God in taking on 

flesh of the Virgin Mary. In our shopping and baking, let us remember to pur-

chase and prepare something for the poor. When we clean our homes, let us dis-

tribute some of our possessions to those who lack many necessities. While we 

are decking the halls of our homes, let us not forget to prepare a peaceful place 

in our hearts wherein our Savior may come to dwell. Liturgical Year : Activi-

ties : What is Advent? | Catholic Culture  
 

     With this caution firmly in mind, Council 8512 has a busy month ahead.  In addition to the 
normal activities, we are planning an Exemplification at 6:30 PM on the 14th. This is a great   
opportunity to make your Third Degree if you have not yet done so.  Please note, the Birthday 
Dinner has been moved a week earlier to make room for the ceremony.  We also will be taking 
orders for Christmas hams and smoking them at Chuck Seefelt’s on the 18th.  Contact Juan   
Valdez or me if you’d like to order one. 
    
     On Page 7 you will find a brief history of Advent and some ideas how to make it a true time 
of preparation for the coming of Christ. 
    
     Even though Thanksgiving is behind us pages 8-9 are worthwhile reads as George Weigel    
reflects on turmoil in America and the importance of maintaining a hopeful heart. 
    
     Find inspiration on pages 10-12 from two pro life runners who share their perspectives        
following a marathon in Indianapolis. 

     I hope to see each of you at one or more of our December events.  If not, let me now wish 

you a peaceful and blessed Christmas with family and friends, and a safe and happy New Year! 
 
Vivat Jesus! GK Robert Sands 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=973
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=973
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

December 2021 

    Burrito Breakfast 

Birthday Dinner 

First Saturday 
Mass 

This Month’s Events 

Sandwich 
Making 

Upcoming Events 

Dec 2021 

Business Meeting 

First Saturday  

Sandwich Making 

Birthday Dinner 

Exemplification 

Officer’s Meeting  

Burrito Breakfast            

 

2nd 

4th 

6th 

7th  

14th 

16th  

19th 

Jan 2022 

First Saturday  

Sandwich Making 

Business Meeting 

Birthday Dinner 

Burrito Breakfast            

Officer’s Meeting              

 

1st 

3rd 

6th 

11th 

16th 

20th  

Juan Diego 

Click here for December Calendar on Catholic Culture .Org 

Immaculate 
Conception  

Thomas Becket 

The Nativity Of Our Lord 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

4th Sunday of Advent 

Ham Smoking Exemplification 
Ceremony 

 

3rd 

5th 

7th  

15th 

17th 

20th 

Feb 2022 

Business Meeting 

First Saturday  

Sandwich Making 

Birthday Dinner 

Officer’s Meeting 

Burrito Breakfast            

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-12-09
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/month.cfm?y=2021&m=12
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-12-08
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-12-08
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-12-29
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-12-25
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendahttps:/www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-12-05r/day.cfm?date=2021-12-09
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-12-12
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-12-19
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Marcus A Crocker    12-01 
Leonard E Strittmatter  12-02 
Allen R Spinner   12-07 
Stephen E Higdon   12-12 
Marvin L Massey Jr   12-12 
Guadalupe Santoy  12-12 
Antonio T Coffee    12-14 
Steven P Poston    12-14 
Juan R Valdes    12-14 
John R Salazar    12-15 
Lazaro Correa    12-17 
Dennis S Ferrari    12-17 
Victor M Gallardo    12-17 
Ausencio Rodriguez  12-18 
Joseph R Campos    12-19 
Luis A Hernandez    12-19 
Josejuan Rangel    12-21 
Anthony J Paciolla   12-22 
Mark W Waterworth   12-22 
Larry Leroy Sweat   12-23 
Mr Justin D Eischens   12-24 
Emmanuel O Egenti   12-25 
James C Cardone    12-27 
Jose M Sanchez   12-27 
Christopher M Nottingham 12-29 
Michael T Carson    12-31 
Robert C Fischer   12-31 
Jeffrey A Keifer   12-31 
Lawrence P Walker   12-31 
   

 Prayer List  
      Pope Francis I  
 Pope Benedict XVI  

 Bishop Michael Olsen  

 Fr. Jack McKone  

 Fr. Anh Tran  

 Seminarians  

 Unborn Children 

  Middle Eastern Christians  

 Victims of Domestic Violence  

 Active Military / Veterans  

 Afghanistan 

 First Responders  

 Robert and Susan Famigletti 

 Carolyn (Barnhard) Patterson 

 † Oliver Pettit  

 † Ray Schueler  

  † Mike Dellies  

 † Moses Lopez 
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Thanks to all who came out on Saturday to dodge traffic 

and raise funds for the council.  The Lord blessed us with 

good weather and special appreciation goes to Dave 

Garrett for organizing the event. 

 

 

Tootsie Roll Drive 



 

Page  6 The Spirit  

 

Sandwich Making— The Presbyterian Night Shelter sandwich night needs helpers making 

roughly 600 sandwiches in less than an hour. Please contact John Mokry if you have any ques-

tions. 

Ushers — As more parishioners return to the pews we are now desperate for ushers at all 

Masses, especially Sunday 5PM.  If you are looking for meaningful ways to serve our  Lord ’ s 

Church please consider ushering.  Your Safe Environment training must be up to date and you will 

be required to pass a financial background check.  Please contact the parish office to find out 

more. 

Recruitment — We need some volunteers to increase our presence after Mass to interest 

male parishioners in joining the Knights.  It will take a few minutes once a month to stand outside 

after whatever service you already attend and get some names and phone numbers.  Please con-

tact the GK if you want to help. 

Burrito Breakfast —  Last week we sold over 300 breakfast burritos.  Thank you to our vol-

unteers who helped.  It takes about 4-6 people to make the burritos from 5AM to 8AM, and 4-6 

to man the two tables at each of the three morning Masses (hint –  you can help after the Mass 

you regularly attend.)  As you can see, this takes considerable manpower but is only once a month 

so please mark you calendars.  We look forward to seeing you there.   

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact GK Sands if  you would like to help with any of these events. 

Council Activities                         
YOUR Help is Needed! 
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     In 490, Bishop Perpetuus of Tours officially declared Advent a penitential season in the Frankish Church of Western 

Europe, ordering a fast on three days of every week from November 11 (the feast of St. Martin of Tours) till Christmas. 

This forty days' fast, similar to Lent, was originally called Quadragesima Sancti Martini (Forty Days' Fast of Saint Mar-

tin's). The Readings for the Eucharistic Liturgies were taken from the Masses of Lent. 

     By contrast, the Advent season of the Roman liturgy, developing a century after that of the Frankish Church, was a 

non-penitential, festive and joyful time of preparation for Christmas. When the Church unified the liturgical season, the 

non-penitential nature of the Roman Advent conflicted with the longer and penitential Gallic Advent. By the thirteenth 

century a compromise was reached, which combined the fasting and penitential character of the Gallic observance with 

the Mass texts and shorter four-week cycle of the Roman Advent liturgy. The liturgy of Advent remained substantially 

unaltered until Vatican II mandated a few minor changes to more clearly delineate the spirit of the Lenten and Advent 

seasons. 

Customs and Folklore 

The most perfect way to embrace the spirit of Advent is to attend daily Mass and pray the Liturgy of the Hours. If this is 

not possible, try smaller goals, such as attending one extra mass during the week; praying the Saturday Evening Prayer 

with the family in preparation for Sunday; reading and discussing the readings of the Mass of the day with the family. 

The members of the domestic church should also try to receive the Sacrament of Penance during the Advent season to 

prepare for the coming of Christ “for it is not possible coherently to celebrate the birth of him ‘who saves his people from 

their sins’ without some effort to overcome sin in one’s own life.” (Directory on Popular Piety, #105) 

There are many customs that can be incorporated in the domestic church to teach and reinforce the Advent spirit. For 

example, the first Sunday of Advent is a good time for each family member to choose a secret "Christkindl" or Christ 

Child for whom he or she will perform little acts of love — such as a prayer, a small gift, a sacrifice, a note or a piece of 

candy — throughout Advent. 

Another such Advent practice is that of having an empty crib or manger, which each family member will soften with 

straw earned by a sacrifice, a prayer or a work of mercy. After Christmas, the family will gather before the Infant Savior, 

in his now-padded crib, for their evening prayers or for Scripture reading. 

In the Activities section you will find suggestions and directions for such customs as Preparing the Manger, an Advent 

Wreath, Christmas Novena, and the O Antiphons, the Jesse Tree and the Advent calendar. All these traditions involve a 

countdown, or some action performed each day in anticipation of Christ’s birth. 

When employing new Advent customs within your domestic church it is important to remember that they are only aids, 

not goals in themselves. With joyful hope and anticipation, then, let us prepare for the coming of the Son of God, pray-

ing with the Church: Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay! 

 

Liturgical Year : Activities : History, Customs and Folklore of Advent | Catholic Culture  

Catholic Heritage– Advent 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=974
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Thanksgiving 

      
 

ON BEING THANKFUL FOR AMERICA AT THANKSGIVING By: George Weigel | FirstThings.com | 23 

Nov 2021  

 

     This Thanksgiving, no one living in the United States should be anything but profoundly 

grateful for the privilege of living in this country. No one. That’s not necessarily a popular sen-

timent today. The country is amidst one of its periodic spasms of self-flagellation, amplified by 

political hucksters and charlatans of right and left (nothing new) and by social media dema-

gogy (something new and ominous). And no doubt there’s a lot to ponder, and repent of, in the 

American past and present. But that’s true of every human society and will be until the end of 

time. What is worth giving thanks for in America—what demands our gratitude and our 

prayers of thanksgiving—is that the United States has built-in resources of renewal, as it has 

shown time and time again. This Thanksgiving, think of the American story as an epic of ever-

expanding inclusion: a country of flawed human beings that nonetheless strives, generation af-

ter generation, to give real effect to its birth certificate’s assertion that all human beings are 

created equal. Concretizing that credal affirmation has never been easy. Irish and German im-

migrants had to fight for inclusion, as, later, did the Italians, Jews, and Slavs. To vindicate hu-

man equality against the ancient practice of chattel slavery, Americans fought a civil war that 

cost three quarters of a million lives. Women were enfranchised by the Nineteenth Amend-

ment, the great Civil Rights and Voting Rights acts of 1964 and 1965 were passed, and the 

physically handicapped were afforded easier access to public spaces by federal law. Each of 

our national achievements in widening the circle of common care and concern involved strug-

gle. But inclusion won, time and again. And the victories helped create a society that few want 

to leave (including those who constantly decry it) but millions want to join. Sadly, there was 

one moment of drastic inversion in this historical process of expanding the boundaries of the 

American community of the commonly protected. That was the Supreme Court’s odious 1973 

decision, Roe v. Wade, which summarily declared an entire class of human beings, the unborn, 

outside the circle of common care and concern. So we should pray, at Thanksgiving 2021, that 

the Supreme Court will consign Roe v. Wade to the dustbin of history next year when it de-

cides Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization. Then, as over the past half-century 

since Roe, it will be our obligation to provide ever more effective service to women in crisis 

pregnancies and their unborn children. By doing so, we will demonstrate yet again that those 

who take seriously the right to life celebrated in the Declaration of Independence believe that 

All Lives Matter— and act on that belief, thereby expanding the circle of mutual protection in 

America.  
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Thanksgiving  
Continued 

      

 

     There is nothing more American than musical theater, and its twentieth-century masters, 

Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II, are worth revisiting at any time—but perhaps es-

pecially at Thanksgiving 2021. For as Peter Tonguette points out in the December FIRST 

THINGS, songs from the Rodgers and Hammerstein canon provide a nicely subversive riposte 

to the America-haters among us today. Written in the late 1940s, “You’ve Got To Be Carefully 

Taught,” from South Pacific, is a well-crafted answer to the now-ubiquitous claims that racial 

prejudice is built into the human condition, and especially the American experience. No, Lieu-

tenant Cable sings, prejudice is a behavior we learn, as the easy, innocent friendships among 

children of different races and ethnicities confirm. Are Americans a rootless people, so soaked 

in the dissipating juices of change and endless movement that we belong nowhere? That’s not 

what they sing in Oklahoma!, when the chorus exults, “We know we belong to the land / And 

the land we belong to is grand.” And then there’s that paean to faith from Carousel:  

 

When you walk through a storm Hold your head up high 

And don’t be afraid of the dark. At the end of a storm 

There’s a golden sky And the sweet silver song of a lark. 

Walk on through the wind Walk on through the rain 

Though your dreams be tossed and blown. Walk on, 

walk on With hope in your heart And you’ll never walk 

alone. You’ll never walk alone.  

 

At Thanksgiving 2021, America should rediscover hope in its heart. Doing so is not fantasy, 

nor is it something unnatural to us as a people. A hopeful heart is a truly American heart. Be-

cause as the Declaration of Independence affirms, we never walk alone, but in the care of the 

God who gave us life and liberty at the same time.  

 
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of Washington, D.C.’s Ethics and Public Policy 

Center, where he holds the William E. Simon Chair in Catholic Studies.  
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Life 

      

 

     Blind woman and American mile record-holder run for the 
unborn, embody faith and humility 

 

Two LIFE runners with remarkable stories shared how their last race forced them to 
set aside a competitive spirit, in service of a greater purpose for God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alan Webb and Tina Jinkens were among the Life Runners participating in the Indianapolis 
Monumental Marathon Life Runners. 

 
By: Emily Mangiaracina  |  LifeSiteNews.com  |  16 Nov 2021 

INDIANAPOLIS (LifeSiteNews) — Alan Webb, the fastest miler in American history, and Tina 
Jinkens, a blind woman who was hit by a semi-truck in 2019, share a few things in common: Both 
are devout Catholics, both are runners, and both are members of a group dedicated to pro-life      
witness. 
     After they both participated in this month’s Indianapolis Monumental Marathon, however, they 
shared something even more strikingly similar: their reflections on their Indy run’s lessons in humility, 
their greater purpose, and putting God first. 
 
     Webb, who LIFE Runners founder Pat Castle describes as “basically the Michael Jordan of track 
and field,” told LifeSiteNews how during this year’s Indy marathon he met with an unexpected hurdle 
that he came to realize allowed for an even greater pro-life witness. 
     Webb told how his left hamstring started cramping up a little after four miles into the race, forcing 
him to slow down. He tried to loosen up his muscles while walking, but, Webb said, “Trying to get 
your already cramped up leg to loosen up when it’s really cold is double double hard or triple hard.” 
Webb walked for a bit, found a stop where he could stretch out, and got back in the race to begin 
again, “jogging real easy.” 
 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/
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Life 
Continued 

      

 
     But he said it then occurred to him, as Castle would remind the LIFE Runners, “that walkers are 
actually the best messengers of LIFE Runners because they’re going a little slower,” and the 
“Remember the Unborn” message on the back of their shirts is “easier to read” at that pace. 
“I just had that thought come to mind, as everybody was passing me, and I said, this is what I should 
be doing. I’m sure thousands of people saw me just walking,” Webb said. 
“God works perfectly … That’s what I was meant to do. And I just made peace with that during the 
race,” he went on. 
      
     Webb, who converted to the Catholic faith about 2 ½ years ago, explained to LifeSiteNews that 
his current lens of faith totally transformed what would otherwise have been a disheartening experi-
ence. 
“The old me would have been destroyed in my soul. I would have been a failure to me. But in the 
light of faith and doing God’s will, there was joy in it. I just resigned myself to God’s will, and there 
was joy in that,” Webb said. 
“It was a humbling — in a good way — experience. Humbling because I felt like it’s helping to purify 
me and our whole family really. I felt brought closer to the Lord.” 
 

 

     Webb explained about his conversion, “Once I really committed, the magnetism of Christ just kept 
drawing me closer and closer, and I feel like just every day I’m continually being converted over and 
over.” 
      
     With his new worldview of faith, what he would have previously regarded as a failure becomes 
something “almost better”: “Your worldly suffering is turned into a good thing,” Webb said. 
Tina Jinkens, another LIFE Runner who has been blind from birth and started running in her 20s, 
had similar reflections about her Indy marathon experience. 
  
     About two years ago, Jinkens was hit by a semi-truck as she was crossing an intersection with 
her guide dog. The accident shattered her pelvis, and broke nine ribs and several other bones, re-
quiring surgery to add plates to her rib cage, collarbone, right wrist, and above and below her right 
eye. 
 
     An avidly pro-life Catholic, she told LifeSiteNews how she was hit while she was on her way to an 
adoration chapel “to pray in solidarity” with others in the Kansas City area, praying that a new 
Planned Parenthood wouldn’t open there, as was anticipated. She confirmed that the abortion facility 
never opened. 
“God is why I’m still alive,” she said after the accident. “I was told a lot of people were praying.” 
 
 

https://www2.ljworld.com/news/general-news/2019/dec/25/blind-woman-hit-by-a-semitruck-in-august-is-recovering-one-day-at-a-time-one-step-at-a-time/
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Life 
Continued 

      

 
      
 
     Jinkens was already running marathons with LIFE Runners, and had run the Boston Marathon 
only four months before her accident. “The doctor said that if I hadn’t been training, my heart proba-
bly wouldn’t have withstood what I went through,” she told LifeSiteNews. 
She said her doctors thought it would be two years before she could walk again, but her progress 
was much faster than anyone expected. Already in 2020, less than a year after her accident, she 
was running again. Before the Indy marathon, she completed three 5K runs and one eight-mile race. 
Her accident hasn’t come without a cost, however: “It takes longer to train because I’m slower than I 
used to be. My miles are pretty slow. But I’m glad to be on my feet. I have kind of a competitive na-
ture, so part of me’s like, I need to get faster — and part of me’s like, be thankful to God every day 
you’re on your feet.” 
 
     Jinkens said that after the Indy marathon, she and her running partner, Deb Mirenda, “struggled 
with” not making the time “we thought maybe we should’ve.” 
“We didn’t really push ourselves physically,” she said, but added that she believes Castle’s saying 
that while running races, “You’re in the place where you’re supposed to be, where your message is 
supposed to be seen in the race.” 
 
     Jinkens pointed out that their slower pace allowed them to pray more, making the run even more 
spiritually fruitful: ”If I had pushed the pace, I told my running partner it would’ve taken the entire 13 
miles to say one rosary without a break,” she said with a laugh. 
 
     “I struggle with competitiveness and pushing myself, versus sometimes God has another plan … 
sometimes he wants us to push ourselves, and sometimes he wants us to enjoy the moment and be 
where we’re supposed to be, and be present. That’s just something that always requires prayer and 
discernment,” Jinkens said. 
 
     “It’s all about our Lord … and I can let my pride get in the way or myself in the way. Christ must 
increase and we must decrease.” 
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Please take the time to check the following items: 

 Please verify you have an “ Email me ”  button by your 

name on the Members List on the UKnight website.  There 

have been instances where they have disappeared and you 

will no longer get Council emails. 

 Verify your phone number on the UKnight website and if            

applicable, on various pages of this  newsletter.  If wrong, 

please email or text GK. 

      Your Safe Environment training.  As volunteer                

opportunities are beginning to return, we all need to be    

current.  There are even relatively painless 1.5 hour Zoom 

meetings available on Virtus.org if you ’ ve had the 3 hour 

version since July 31, 2018 

      Volunteer hours 

Tidbits 
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"How do you get a squirrel to like you? Act like a nut." 
 

"Why don't eggs tell jokes? They'd crack each other up." 
 

"I don't trust stairs. They're always up to something." 
 

"What do you call someone with no body and no nose? Nobody knows." 
 

"Did you hear the rumor about butter? Well, I'm not going to spread it!" 
 

"Why couldn't the bicycle stand up by itself? It was two tired." 
 

"What did one hat say to the other?" "Stay here! I'm going on ahead." 
 

"Why did Billy get fired from the banana factory? He kept throwing 

away the bent ones." 
 

"Dad, can you put my shoes on?" "No, I don't think they'll fit me." 
 

"Why can't a nose be 12 inches long? Because then it would be a foot." 

(Grand) Dad Jokes 
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Obie Obregon  (817) 528-2393 
Robert Sands  (817) 988-3376 
Paul Cuttica  (518) 774-4019 
Juan Valdez  (817) 966-8925 
Dave DeSkeere      (817) 284-3288 
Gary Yanowski            (817) 656-1142 
Mark Krueger            (817) 939-1192 
Chuck Seefelt            (817) 422-4949 

BURRITO BREAKFAST CREW 
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Please prayerfully consider organizing a monthly or quarterly  prayer hour dedicated to our blessed Founder.  If you are so  

inspired, please contact GK Sands with ideas as to when and how best we begin such an hour of prayer, but at least be inspired 

to say a Rosary on Father McGivney’s behalf. 


